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Technology and Churchlife

Think back to the time before cell phones and the internet. We communicated using paper and ink and
spoke on a phone that was attached to the wall with two wires. Today Americans have a large menu to select from
when deciding how to contact someone: email, text, phone, writing a letter, even Skype. The internet gives us a
source of timely, free-flowing information. Social-networking sites such as Facebook offers a steady stream of
contact between friends while setting a new threshold for the term "Too Much Information".

These societal changes have affected churchlife as well. It wasn't too long ago that beyond word-of-mouth,
the two primary communication devices for our congregation were the bulletin insert and the monthly newsletter.
Now we have the website, a congregational-wide email , as well as the church's Facebook page. This has had a pro-
found impact on how we function as a congregation. News travels quickly, we can respond more quickly. For ex-
ample, if the Lawrenceville Food-Coop suddenly and urgently needed 300 cans of Campbell's chicken noodle soup,
we could probably deliver that in 48 hours. Before, it would have taken over a week to get word out, and an addi-
tional week for collection and delivery.

Christianity began via word-of-mouth. Stories of someone named Jesus who claimed he was the Son of
God and had the power to save circulated throughout the Mediterranean world. Most of Jesus' original followers
were illiterate. Eventually the accounts of his life were written down and assembled with other letters of communi-
cation in the early church, forming what we call the New Testament. As Christianity grew, it adapted as it was ab-
sorbed into different cultures and contexts. In this sense, the Christian faith accommodates different mediums; ra-
dio, tv, the web and so on.

Today we seek to balance the role of technology in our lives. There is such a thing as being too plugged-in,
which risks promoting impatience and distraction. Not long ago I read about a three-year-old who, in wanting to
get her mother to look up from her Blackberry, resorted to biting her leg. There are some people have started a
habit of going tech-free for one day a week, such as saying no computer or cell-phone on Saturdays. Churches and
individual Christians are also in a time of discernment over the role of technology in the faith, seeking to enhance,
not distract, from the important matter of one's relationship with God.

There are many ways to encounter Christ's word beyond Sunday morning, avenues for God to permeate
your life. They are as varied as the choices you have in contacting a friend.
Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat

with him, and he with me. Revelation 3:20

Pastor Jason Talsness




SUMMER ONE - REHEARSAL CHOIR
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The schedule;
10:00 & 10:45 AM: REHEARSE

11:00 AM service: SING FOR CHURCH

JOIN US FOR FUN AND (easy) MUSIC!

CELEBRATION LUNCH GROUP

The Celebration Lunch Group will mee

on AUGUST 22nd, right after church.

This group gets together to eat lunch
out after churchon the fourthSunday every
month to celebrate birthdays, anniversaries,
and any other milestones or events in our liv

Please join us!

For more information, please contact:
Wayne Linke at: (404) 7880474 (cell)

—

will be held on the Book of
James, on Monday
August 2nd
at 7:00 PM.

All are Welcome!
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With the coming up tick in school activities this
month, yoga class will be help two weeks in a

1
ng“ row, Saturday, August 7 & 14 at

9:00am in the Fellowship Hall. Resolve to make
stretching and relaxation a part of your schedule:--

You'll be glad you did!

Jill Knueppel: 404-840-5612 (cell)

Gwinnett County Schools will open on:

AUGUST 9TH !

JOBSEEKERS

Come and experience spiritual, emotional and profes-
sional connections at this small group lifeline devoted to
the unemployed and those seeking better employment.

What is a small group?

A small group is comprised of 3 to 10 people
who come together to build relationships through fellow-
ship, accountability, bible study, and prayer. The meeting

will be held on Tuesday, August 10th & 24th

at 10:30 AM, in the Fellowship Hall. Led by Pastor
Jason Talsness.

Everyone welcome!

THIRD SUNDAY FOOD DRIVE

We will be collecting non-perishable food items
for the Lawrenceville Co-op on

Sunday AUGUST 15th!

You can make a difference by bringing your
cans to the church!
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Every can counts!!!
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Amazing Grace Lutheran Church
Joint Council Minutes
July 13,2010 @ 7:00pm

Attendees: Pastor Jason Talsness, Mike Alexander, David Berfield, Jacob Crowe, George Erdner, Bob MacKinnon, Mary
Rhilinger, Elaine Schwartz, Robert Speddon, Pam Spearman. Absent: Parry Moss, Bob Lee, Wayne Linke, Deb Linke.

Devotion and Opening Prayer given by David Berfield.

Secr et ar ylaceb Clove maiondd to approve minutes as written. David Berfield seconded. Motion carried.
Financial OffficdracobR€Cyromte gave a combined Financi a
revenues were $4,639 more than budget, which brings our 2010 operating revenue shortfall to $6,732. As of June 30, 2010,
our operating cash was approximately $15,145. We have a $3,553 surplus due to lower expenses than anticipated. Despite the
surplus and lower expenses, the Council is urged to be frugal with future spending. At this time, it will not be necessary to
implement the cuts outlined in the June 2010 letter to the congregation. This is due to the great response of increased giving
by the congregation in June.

Past or 6:9)Read thedBiblke in a "year': This Fall [ am launching a congregation-wide read-the-Bible in 15 months
campaign. The goal is to have the rest of the congregation actively engaging scripture. Throughout the year there will be peri-
odic overviews of the Bible offered. All this is being done in response to what was reported in the Biblical Inventory offered
last spring. More details will be shared in August. 2) Thrivent. Thrivent Financial for Lutherans has changed the way it of-
fers financial support to congregations. We need one "official" congregational advocate, but [ would like two others to attend
the training seminar with me so that Amazing Grace is fully aware of the opportunities it has with Thrivent. So if you are a
household that is a member of Thrivent, you may be invited to attend an orientation.

3) Continuing the Prayer: At the May meeting the Council indicated a desire for the congregation to pray for Amazing
Grace. In seeking to support this effort, [ have encouraged the congregation in worship and through office communications. A
Prayer Vigil is scheduled for later this July. I am seeking input from the council and congregation on where, in terms of em-
phasis, we might proceed from here.

4) Council Retreat: As promised I would like the council to go on a Saturday retreat. The main goal of the retreat is to begin
a discussion around what Elaine Schwartz is going to report tonight during her Action committee report. I would like to know
about either of these Saturdays, to be held at a location in Gwinnett County (other than AGLC): Sept. 25th, Oct. 9th. Thanks:
Robert Humphrey and Herb Griffin for power-spraying the picnic tables. Ben O'Brien and Bob Koch for installing new sink
in the kitchen. Anonymous Donor of the new kitchen sink. Peter Risbergs for front sign repair.

Ministry Reports-Act i onBl essli)ngi of the Animalso will be held
nity advertising for the Christmas Cantata 12/12/ 10
does our community need from us?0 and Awhat can we
these questions. This will be discussed in depth at the Council Retreat. Our goal is to make a presentation to the Congrega-
tion in early January 2011.

Small Groups: Small Groups are going strong. We are looking at starting a book club.

Large Groups: No report.

Youth: No report.

Education: VBS will be July 28 1 31. The banner permit has been denied by Gwinnett County as an organization can have
only one banner permit every 90 days. We are looking at other options.

Stewardship: We are trying to get more details on Haitian adoption. Plans are in the works for the upcoming stewardship
drive. Worship & Music: New liturgies have been introduced and are going well.

Properties/Facilities: Fall Cleanup is scheduled for 10/23/10.

Old Business: No old business

New Business: Capital Improvements: 1) We have gotten several bids for repaving and repairing the parking lot. The com-
mittee needs to discuss, then come back to Council with a recommendation. 2) We are planning to get drawings for the new
sign on Lawrenceville Hwy. and submit them to designers. 3) We are considering floodlights in the front of the church.
Council discussed priorities of these and all remaining projects. Audit: The 2008 and 2009 books were audited by Rudy
Beilfuss and Lee Bennett. No significant changes were made.

Thank :Yowaysne Linke for the processional Cross. Al l
for taking church council minutes in June.

Closing Prayer by Pastor Jason.

Motioned to adjourn by Elaine Schwartz; seconded by George Erdner; passed.

Respectfully submitted by Pam Spearman.




LAWRENCEVILLE COOPERATIVE MINISTRY - FOOD BANK

Where has Summer 2010 gone?! As | write this note, there is a mere 3 weeks until schools in Gwinnett Col
open their doors for our children to continue their education! No wonder the aisles of all the stores are crammed wit
supplies! I am with the children; i oo dondot thiitls
coming!
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Schools opening will mean that many children in our area will be back to receiving breakfast and lunch at school. I

will help parents who are unemployed or under employed know that their children will be getting at least two meals 4
during the school week. Thank you, God, for programs that help our children in our area!

But what about our neighbors who are hungry, or cannot afford a lifesaving prescription, or are sitting in the ¢
or heat of the day and night because they cannot pa
nei ghbor as yourself. 0 By hel ping our community we
our love with all of our neighbors in the Lawrencevill®acula area!

We were very fortunate to have the story of the Good Samaritan in our gospel reading on July 10! | think the
message was clear in the sermon, but | would like to share with you some of the commentary written by Jennifer Be
Christ the Shepherd Lutheran Church, Sal em, Oregon,
needéof Godobds grace and |l oveéWhen we act with | ove,
and whose we are. You are made in the image of God
di sciple. b

We can show how much we love one another by helping our community of neighbors via supporting the Law
ville Cooperative Ministry Food Bank. Those receiving the benefits of our donations may not know who we are, but
wi || know and we wil|l know in our hearts and minds

More and more of us, even in our own Amazing Grace family, are being affected by the economic crunch! T
some of us who are passionate supporters of the Food Bank. But we cannot do this all by ourselves! One canned g
dollar a week donated to the Lawrenceville-Op could be wonderfully appreciated gifts to the benefit of our communit

Since my last report, we, of Amazing Grace, have donated 268 items to the Food Bank! WOW! | am so than
I know our neighbors appreciate our generosity!

Last monthds newsletter had a Lawrenceville Coop
found this shopping list helpful in their choices for donations! | plan to have more of these lists available at thetfwack
church or possibly in the bulletin inserts! Happy Shopping!

I owi || l eave you this month with an |l rish Bl essi
you, a moonbeam to charm you, a sheltering Angel so nothing can harm you. Laughter to cheer you. Faithful frieng
you. And whenever you pray, Heaven to hear you!od

Thank you, Amazing Grace, for your generosity toward our neighbors. It is not forgotten by God!

Godods Blessings Al ways,
Linda MacKinnon
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Stewardship Outreach

It is that time of year that we start thinking about the Stewardship upgrades of Amazing Grace Lutheran
Church. This year we are praying that Amazing Grace will get through the tough times and still go forth with
some exciting proposed outreach programs for our congregation.

ud=3clU=y2wr2tas=tbb=tec=YeUbPJycdj 22u=j U3yjttrt=p2623=)
time you read this, that prayer vigil will be history; but hopefully God will answer our prayers to keep our minis-
try alive through increased numbers and support!

The Stewardship Committee is very excited about the prospect of perhaps being able to getting to the
point that we may help a mission church somewhere in our area.

There has been some correspondence with the Haitian Timoun Foundation who is a contact for helping
X322yt =tcuaytjé==yu3Utr=pPU=6U3ct=6stcU=2trhtceyo2tty=e
ocRwWlzwtebd=Zunutjj 2WH6C=Z¢ 39t uBs Z=3=Zx 32023t =tcuay3treé=zZ664

Please remember to keep Amazing Grace in your prayers.
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Established 1986

Worship Schedule
Sunday Worship 8:30 am & 11:00 am
Sunday School at 9:45 am

Midweek Grace Worship
Wednesday 7:00 pm

Amazing Grace Lutheran Church
3305Lawrenceville Highway
Lawrenceville, Georgia 30044

Phone: (770 381-1293 or (770) 381-8177

Emails: pastor.jason@tisgrace.org
office@tisgrace.org

Web Site: www.tisgrace.org

Living in God's amazing grace

Amazing Grace Lutheran Church
is a member congregation of the ELCA
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Ministers: Members of the Congregation

Pastor: The Reverend Jason Talsness

Amazing Grace Notes is the monthly newsletter for
Amazing Grace Lutheran Church in Lawrenceville,
Georgia.

Deadline for submission of articles is the 15th of
the proceeding month.

For more information please contact the church
office.

AGLC COUNCIL & MINISTRY LEADERS

(Council positions in bold and italic print)

President: Mike Alexander

Vice President: David Berfield
Secretary: Pam Spearman
Treasurer: Bob Lee

Financial Admin.: Jacob Crowe
Financial Secretary: Kathi VanAcker
Property Management: Robert Speddon
Stewardship: Mary Rhilinger
Action: Elaine Schwartz

Cookie Ministry: Lee Linda Baggett
Spiritual Directions: Craig Storlie
Altar Guild: Judie Lee

Adult Choir: Lois Simon

Worship & Music: George Erdner
Education: Deb Linke

Nursery Ministry: Sue Hoefler
Vacation Bible School: Wendy Oleksinski

Youth Group: Parry Moss

Large Group: Wayne Linke

Care Card Ministry: LeeLinda Baggett
Prayer Chain: Phyllis Moss

Small Groups: Bob MacKinnon

770 972-9688

770 995-0320

770 597-5887

770 662-8226

770 381-5397

770 937-3441

770 339-1743

678 392-8189

770 931-6977

770 925-9323

678 985-9078

770 662-8226

770 277-6659

770 807-0412

770 638-9666

770 923-7488
404 431-7884

770 923-1045

404 788-0474

770 925-9323

770 921-6688

770 972 8605




AMAZING GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
AUGUST 2010 VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE

CHI LDREN&S MESSAGE/ READER HASPITAKITYRMINISTRY - SUNDAYS

08/08 08/01 [Team 1

IPastor Jason

Jill Knueppel 08/08 [Team 2
08/15

08/15 |Team 3

IPastor Jason

'Wayne Linke 08/22 [Team 4 08/29 Team Leaders
08/22

Pastor Jason HOSPITAL MINISTRY-WEDNESDAYS

IDavid Berfield
08/29 08/04 |David Ludvigson

George Erdner

08/11 |Lee & Charlotte Bennett
09/05 08/18 [Bob & Linda MacKinnon
8:30 [David Ludvigson )
11:00 |Pastor Jason 08/25 Richard & Hyla Lee
COOKIE MINISTRY COUNTERS
08/01 [Roger/Joyce Nagy 08/01 [Jackie & David Rager
08/08 |Parry Moss 08/08 [Kendra & Bob Koch
08/15 [Shirley Haselow 08/15 [Janet Hutchins & David Ludvigson
08/22 [Phyllis Moss 08/22 [Kathi & Chuck Van Acker
08/29 |[Kay McKenny 08/29 |Shirley & Gary Haselow
FLOWERS ETERNAL CANDLE

08/01 | n Honor of Bill McKennyo6s |701h tBilmt Hbanyor of Bill & K4

versary




AMAZING GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
Established in 1986

3305 Lawrenceville Highway
Lawrenceville, GA 30044
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Worship Schedule
Sunday Worship at 8:30 am & 11:00 am

Wednesday at 7:00 pm Midweek Grace Worship

From the Pravyers and Cares Corner

>

REMEMBER IN PRAYER

Aline Brown, Bob Humphrey, Bob MacKinnon,
Catherine Hutchins, Chuck Dickey, David Teal,
Linda Linke, Mark Rink, Randy Bowers.

All The Men and Women Serving Our Country.

Theology on Tap

This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.
Luke 15:2

August 12th at 7:30 PM

Thursday evenings at Bambinellis
restaurant in Lilburn from 7:30-9:00pm.

Bambinellis is conveniently located in the
Kroger shopping center at the corner of
Beaver Ruin and Lawrenceville Highway.

Bring a friend, make a referral, or come on your
owne all are wel
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